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How MigHt Asking Questions keep You in tHe know?

O.M.G. There is a lot coming at us fast. 
Some days we’re drinking from the firehose. 

Other days we’re facing an overwhelming tidal wave.
And it ain’t stopping.

Wave after wave of “new” keeps slamming us.

But...
when we stay curious, when we embrace the “new”

it makes it a whole lot easier to float.
And stay relevant.

And be hip...or at least not totally cluefree.

 Remaining relevant doesn’t mean 
we need 10,000 hours of expertise in order to compete.

It means we need to be aware of how the world is shifting. 
We need to understand WHY it’s shifting.

And we need to discern what’s relevant to us 
about each of these shifts.

Lazy thinkers dismiss the new. 
“No need to learn anything new. I’ll never need more knowledge,” 

said not one successful leader, ever!

The following questions are designed to reduce our fear of the new, 
the novel, the unknown, the scary.

 So the next time someone drops a term you’ve never heard of, 
instead of pretending to know, just ask.

Asking a question is smart.
You’re smart, arent ya?!
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Questions to Help You stAY Curious...And relevAnt

Hmmmm...what was that she just said? 

Your brain is flummoxed for a second. Your team member just dropped a new word, a new concept. 
You experience momentary confusion. You’ve never heard about this before. She’s still talking. Whoops, you 
didn’t catch that last thing she just said cuz you were still hung up on that first thing she said. Dangnabbit...
now you’re totally screwed confused.

“So, super cool, right?” she asks.  “This could be amazing for us, don’t you think?”

You stare at her. You blink. You nod. 

WHAT?! YOU JUST NODDED and YOU DON’T HAVE A CLUE WHAT YOU NODDED TO!
 - - - - - 

Stop. Deep breath. We don’t have to know it all to be brilliant. In fact, the most brilliant people get brilliant 
by asking questions, ya know?!

SO LET’S GET CLUED IN by having a few simple questions tucked away in our backpocket so we can stay 
curious, which means we can stay relevant.

The next time someone introduces something new, unusual or innovative respond with one of the following:

I’m curious... say more.
Whoa. Hang on. I’m curious...this is new. Back up a sec, what’s this all about?
I’m curious... can you share an example?
I’m curious... what’s an analogy for how this works?
I’m curious... so how might it unfold from here?
I’m curious... where’s this going? What’s the logical next step?
I’m curious... what’s next? How do you see this playing out...unfolding?
I’m curious... how is this connected? How does this concept fit in? I need some context.
I’m curious... how does this work? Please walk me through it.
I’m curious... so what’s making this so cool right now? What’s it doing better or differ-
ently for folks?
I’m curious... what exactly is happening right now? Please bring me up to speed. I’m 
curious as to how this might affect us.
I’m curious... connect the dots for me... how are these things related? 
I’m curious... tell me more.

Lean forward. Stay engaged. Stay curious. 
Curiousity leads you to your future.

And you definitely want to be relevant in the future.
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